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o A?«ié’ﬁ%?ﬁ%%mhi%s WribterP e hag advised the Senats Foreign
0SI(2 = A30 fanLazon : advieed e senats rorelgn
Ciohen Relations Committee affer a.. :,‘mqhn?thﬂm:re%vosiqnceﬁ 4% 1g unable .
PDB %O'Bumily information abouf the numbey of U3, military persomnel, =
inDico ar-strixes, and casualties in Laog. !
CSDO It sugges’bed the pamsl tri the State Dopartment. 3 ;
W Sen, J . Fulbright, D-Ark,, the committee chairman, called this ' .
sava suggestion ‘‘eloquent testimony to the efﬁciencg Qf, the Department
0SsD of %efenae’g-:or elss the Pentagon?s assumption o the arrogant
e position 1%t cannot be held accountable to anyone,??
e = Fulbright put the exchange of letters in the Congraessional Record. - i
~wh The exogange began lagt Jan, 27 when Fulbright askeq Secretari
mea 9f Defense Malvin Re Laird for data on Laos and Cambodla simllar .
to what the committee has been receiving on Vietram, , ‘f
Maury On April 14, G, Warron Nutter, essistant secretary for international

mcurlty affairs, replied that_the ntaﬁ, fg_geult not supply.the,.
mteriglbeqwsé At would incInde "¥Y'hlehly sensiiive fs.n%oz‘ma%on
on military combat operationg .’ |
“Pulbright then“ag ”"Iér“ma%erial én the items outside of the
¢thichly senpitive?® category. Two weeks later Nutter replied this t
would be impogsible duve to tge ponsitive nature of gome Information |
diid the fact that the o ressional ban on U8, military advisers
in Laos and Cambodia *%effectively rrecluies reliable reporting
to the Department of Deferse of information of that naturs,??
About the same time two committee staff aldes, James Lowensteln ,
and Richard Mooee, visited Laos, obtained much of the information |
gought in the Jan latter and released 4% in & redport declagEified .
v _the State ..Dage.rﬁ%pt,,_l’_agtagonwar;, Central Intelligence Agency, ‘
On Aug, 9 Fulbrigh aiain wrote Tuttey, Hoting that™ ¢*the~iInTorma tion
I have requested 18 avalladle because it has been provided to
members of the committee staffs? and requesting again 1t be supplied
@ a monthly basis.
More than two months later, on Cct. 15, Fulbright wrote Laird,
say:l.ng he had recelived no refly. ‘
On Thursday, Fulbright recelved a letter dated Fov. 8 and signed by
‘};thd Buzhardt, the Fentagon’s general counsel, It restated
e previous reasons for not gu Plying the material, noted that the
Iowenstein-Moose report said $¢¢The war in Laos 1s run in most
respects by the Embassy in Vientiane®s and said the request was
therefore being forwarded to the State Department
$41% agparent y bas teken Mr, Buzhardt three monihs to reach the
conclusion that the De artmont of Defense does not have the
informatiorn necessary to provide ‘a large part of the data
rﬁque:ége%!, 9 Fulbright saild.,
9 addeds
€45 Doefonse Department which states 1t does not have this information
L elther admit 1.:3@E 1ts inefficlency or taking the arrogant
pgsition 1t cannot be held accountabdle to anyone . o
‘I 1% does not comsider 1tself accountabla to fhe Congress which
rovides its_ funds, it is, in a real ani disturbing sense,
mdéontrollable ,?? :
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